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They, through their bad actions, either diminish that help or leave it or they are
completely denied it. Then they dare to say that their great love for each other was the
reason for their transgressions.

Is it possible to look at a greater hatred? In all of hell there is no devil who could
inflict a greater loss on this thoughtless girl than that wrong inflicted upon her by that
false-hearted lover who so idolized her. Moreover, as it often happens, the young man
is making promises, but he’s making them deceptively, just in order to attain his goal,
after which he turns his back on her just like the mule, who after he has had his fill of
grain, then turns and kicks the crib or the trough. You will find some who seem to be
dying of love until after a lot of sweet talk, persuasion and promises, they deprive
imprudent girls of their joy and then leave them, deprived of their treasure, to lament
their stupidity but all in vain.

Woe to those girls who do not want to learn prudence from the downfall of other
girls, but they want to teach others by their own downfall. Later, unfortunate, seduced
and then abandoned, these girls weep bitterly. “l was so sure,” says one, “that he will
take me to be his wife, otherwise | would never have consented”. Stupid and imprudent
girl! You need to wait until the lion is caught in the web and only then buy his skin!

My dear young people, if you wish to honor your marriage as its holiness
deserves, you must use other means. Means that are appropriate to make a happy
marriage are — Prayer and Obedience. The ancient pagans did not consult their gods so
thoroughly in any matter as they did in the matter of marriage. Yet Christians, forgetting
completely about their faith, do not consult God at all in such an important matter as
marriage. The Bible tells us, “A house and riches are given by the parents, but a
prudent wife is from the Lord!” (Prov. XIX). Yes, a dowry can be given by people, but a
good wife is a gift from God Himself who knows perfectly well what is needed for our
good.

Gentlemen, It is not enough that the girl whom you want to take as a wife just be
good. It is necessary that she be good and meant for you. The girl whom you take as a
wife must fit your life like your clothing. Only God can make you such clothing namely,
give you a wife such as you long for. The world can do for you as a merchant does who
sells clothes that are ready-made. He can give you clothes according to your choice and
these will appear to be new to you. Nevertheless, they are already used.

In the same way the world can provide you with a woman who is pleasing to the
eye and appears to be innocent and morally clean and yet, she is not like that. Only
God is like that good tailor who takes your measurements and then makes you clothing
that matches your size and your needs. Thus, a wife who comes from such a cutis a
great gift from God. If one needs a good companion in order to live a good life, how
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much more important is it that the wife be good and not be just a temporary companion
but a companion until death. How many good wives have been able to make good men
out of their husbands who previously had been deceitful? It is extremely difficult to find
such a good girl since it surpasses human foresight and sometimes lets it down.

Just as in the desert where there are no roads, one must study the heavens in
order not to get lost and direct one’s steps according to the movement of the stars, so
too, when it comes to marriage, one must raise his eyes to heaven for this is a matter
that is so uncertain that one needs to seek God'’s help. Therefore, a man who is
planning to enter into a marriage should commend himself to God, seek the help of
Mary, pray to his patron saint, pay frequent visits to Jesus in church and give alms to
the poor. With such actions, let him dispose himself to be heard by God. The Bible says,
“A good wife will be given to a man for his good works.” (Eccl. XXVI-3).This great gift in
your marriage, says the Lord, will only be given as a reward for good deeds.

Thus it will not be given to some young man, who through many devious ways is
only looking for experiences. Such a man will receive a wife who matches his traitorous
ways.

You have greater assurance of receiving a good wife if, besides praying, you add
obedience to your parents since this will engage God’s Providence all the more so that
the entire affair may have a successful ending. An abuse and an intolerable situation
arises when a young man and woman decide to get married and only tell their parents
about it after they have already made all the arrangements. Due to this, there often
arise great discord between families. Sometimes parents do not agree to that marriage
and there are times when they are justified in disagreeing. Many young men are still
immature and like boys they only look at the face of things. They can be compared to
someone who wants to buy a house, but only checks out the front of the house.

But his father, who has the experience of many years, looks at some things and
refuses to allow this marriage to take place for these reasons. He has learned about the
upbringing of this girl, about her virtues and all her talents. He recognizes that his son
would not be bringing a docile woman home as his wife but a veritable tigress, pretty
and all painted up, but always wild Whether the impediment presented by the parents is
valid or not, it shows great wisdom if this young couple want God to bless their union, to
seek the advice of their parents and not just act according to their own whims.

In the Bible where there is mention of the marriage of one’s children, the concern
is always shown by the parents and not the children. “Give your daughter, and you will
be doing a great thing, but give her to a prudent man.” (Eccl. VII-38) The Apostle Paul
presupposes that it is the father’s duty to advise his daughter about her husband. “He
who gives his daughter in marriage does a good thing.” (I Cor. VII-38).
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All this goes to show that even though children are free in these matters and they
themselves must choose the burden of the state of life which they wish to bear and to
which they willingly surrender and cannot be forced to do so by their parents. However,
in order to be happy with their choice in the future, they ordinarily should discuss this
with their parents and not resent their advice unless being obedient to them would be a
flagrant breaking of your obligations. At least before young people mutually pledge to
marry each other, they are obligated to discuss this with their parents, otherwise it
seems that they are breaking the duty of respect that they owe their parents. However,
when the parents present their intentions or plans, they are free to choose what pleases
them most.

If that which precedes the Sacrament of Matrimony should be so holy in order to
celebrate it as it deserves, how much more sacred should that be which accompanies
marriage. It suffices to reflect that when these two young people go to a church in order
to receive the sacrament of Matrimony which they receive when, in the presence of a
priest and witnesses, they each give their permission to surrender himself/herself to the
other until death. Just think what purity is needed for such a holy action. If their youth,
circumstances or the devil had led them to commit some dirty act, before approaching
the altar, they should cleanse their soul through a good confession and return to the
state of God’s grace so that they do not commit a terrible sacrilege in the act of
marriage.

It is not really the priest who ties the bonds of marriage. It is God Himself. “The
woman whom You gave me!” (Gen. XII). If that woman was given to you by the Church,
the Church would have the power to take her away also. But, what God has joined
together, let no man tear asunder. Therefore, God is the Mediator of your progeny, God
is the Founder of your home and of your marriage. Just as He assisted at the marriage
in Cana in a visible way, so now, in an invisible manner, He is present in all faithful
marriages. Just that very thought should instill in the hearts of our young people a great
respect for the action that they are to fulfill. The more often that you look up at God Who
is present, you will be that much more careful of yourselves. You lovers must be the
authors of this great sacrament. Note well that in your entire life you do not have an
opportunity for a similar honor.

It may happen that with your own hands you may have to baptize a baby, and in
such an instance, you would be the administrator of a sacrament. But notice the great
difference. When a lay person baptizes, it doesn’t mean that he was chosen by God to
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fulfill this role, but that he was permitted to baptize due to a great and sudden need for
that sacrament.

But, when a young man and a girl are entering into a marriage, they were chosen
for this by God Himself in order to administer this sacrament and to such a degree that
no one, other than these two can function in their place. Meanwhile the priest fuffills a
minor role: he is there only to assist, but the lovers administer the true sacrament.

Finally, in order to have a deeper respect for such a great sacrament, raise your
eyes and look around at the entire Church which recognizes in your union its own
marriage with Jesus. It expects that the children you will bear will keep their souls
faithful to God whose glory they will spread. If only all Christians would unite similar acts
of faith together with marriage, how greatly marriage would be respected before, during
and after the actual marriage.

After marriage, all the teachings of the Fathers of the Church recommend two
things: the married couple should mutually respect each other and they should mutually
love each other. It is true that the husband is in charge of the woman and for that
reason he should take good care of her, but this does not mean that she is to be his
slave or servant. He has no right to harass her according to his whims. There is a great
difference between the status of a husband and wife and the status of a lord and his
servant. The pagan Aristotle writes: (I, Polit.) “A husband should not be the head of his
wife out of pride in order to give her orders, but out of mercy, in order to provide her with
all that she needs.” Those married couples who call each other names that are so
terrible that they cannot even be heard in the worst places, are far from the kind of
respect and honor each should show for his/her partner. Be aware of the fact that when
a husband insults or abuses his wife, or when a wife insults or abuses her husband,
they are abusing the Sacrament of Matrimony and even God Himself who accompanies
them.

How can anyone expect children to learn anything good from such parents?
These children learn to abuse one another and when they get older, they begin to
abuse their father and mother. They will not be ashamed to use impudent and
shameless words to their father and mother for they had heard their parents speak thus
when they were still little children.
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This mutual respect that arises from married love will serve to uphold and
maintain that love which is the fulfillment of their duty — that a husband and wife love
one another. “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loves the Church!” (Ephes. V-25).
Notice how great is the model that the Apostle gives to the faithful in marriage. He
points to Christ’s love for the Church. He wants them to know that this loving attachment
should be holy until death. Some husbands only love their wives when they are young
and for that reason some admit that there were only two days of happiness in his
marriage. The first day was the day of their wedding and the second was the day when
he stood by his wife’s coffin.

Christ always loved His Church and the Church was always pleasing to God but
was never dearer to God as then when it was persecuted. Husbands, love your wives
as Christ loved His Church. How far from that duty are those husbands who treat their
wives worse than slaves and enemies.

A woman leaves everything for her husband and she puts herself completely into
his hands with the hope that she will live peacefully with him for the rest of her life and in
his company she will attain life everlasting. And you, instead of taking the place of her
father and mother whom she left out of love for you, have become her tribunal. Beating
her often and abusing her. Just imagine how such husbands will be detested by God for
such cruelty! God commands us to be gentle even without enemies, therefore how
much more gentle should a husband be towards the woman that God placed under his
protection and who promised solemnly before all of heaven and the Church that he is
taking her as his wife and companion and not as a slave.

Don'’t tell me that you can no longer bear it or persevere. Why can’t you? You
should have remained single if you were of such a delicate temperament that you can’t
bear the weaknesses of another with patience! He whose head is made of wax should
never go out into the sun! There are times when a person has to admonish one or
another, but this admonition should never be given by screaming, using insults or dirty
words. This would signify that you want to soak your hands in mud in order to use them
to wash the dirty face of another,. You must never think that you are always right. Even
though a woman is not as strong as a man, nevertheless there are times when giving
her husband advice, she raised him to a higher position.

But a wife should know her husband’s character well, she should humor him and
maintain peace and then she will get everything she wants from him. Ladies, you will
sooner be able to trap the wind in a net than convert a man through anger or argument.
| have two types of individuals among you — some who are bound by marriage and
others who are planning on getting married. The first group are not in the state of
keeping and exercising those virtues which precede and accompany marriage. It's too
late, but they have the duty of training themselves in the virtues which follow marriage.
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The second group are 1'free individuals. If the hour arrives for them to marry,
may they know that their entire temporal and eternal happiness hinges upon that
marriage. Read some good Catholic literature about marital duties so that you would
know what you are promising and that you may know the obligations of a husband
towards his wife and that of a wife towards her husband. Do not become intimate with
each other since marriage is not for a day or two but lasts until death and that may be
after many years.
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Since times unknown civilized nations as well as barbaric ones imagined God in
various ways, but generally, they all imagined God as the “Architect” of everything that
had been created. This All-Knowing God gave all creation laws and plans so that
according to these infallible plans, all of creation — some bound by the laws of nature
and others by the moral law — would pursue the goal assigned them by this Divine
Architect. As an Architect only presents the plans, the contractor must build the building.
According to these plans if he wants to be paid for his work. This also applies to the
matter of our marriages. God presented a plan to His people according to which the
parties contracting this marriage must obey.

They must build their “Family Home” if they want to have the success and
prosperity in their marriage as payment for their faithful fulfillment of their contract with
God. If they build their marriage according to God’s plans and specifications, God will
accept this “building “ from them and will repay them lavishly.

If they build according to “the way it seems to me”, God will cast off their work
since they had broken their contract with Him and they do not receive any happiness,
prosperity or payment.

Therefore, all of you young Catholics, before you enter into the state of
Matrimony, before you attempt to sign a contract with God to build this great edifice
called “Marriage”, take time out to look over all the conditions, consider what are all its
obligations and whether you are in any condition to fulfill all of them. Do not sign
anything blindly! Do not enter into marriage without knowing what duties a husband has
towards his wife, or the duties of a wife towards her husband, or the duties of parents
towards their children. The appropriate and responsible time to learn about all of this is
before the wedding. After the wedding it is already too late.

When God decided to create a human being, he first made a statue of him from
clay and then, breathing into his face the breath of God, He gave him a soul (Gen,VII).
God acted in a similar fashion with marriage. God Himself made marriage from the very
beginning, a fact that cannot be denied. He made it with His own hand. “What God has
joined together, let no man break asunder”’( Mt.XIX). But at the beginning God didn’t do
anything more, as | would put it, than make a statue out of clay, leaving marriage in its
natural state until the time when the Son of God came to earth. Then that statue was
filled with the Spirit of God raising marriage to the dignity of a sacrament. That's why
there is the same type of difference between ancient marriage and Christian marriage
as there is between Adam who was that lifeless statue and Adam who became a living
man.In both conditions he was a creature of God, but in the first state he was a creature
from clay and in the second state, he was the living picture of his Creator. Don’t you
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think that the Apostle is correct when he tells the Christians to respect marriage? Of
course. In what manner must we honor this Christian marriage in order to cooperate
with the intentions of the Savior who deigned to honor it as such a great sacrament?

Marriage is great and worthy of all glory in all those things that belong to it,
namely in everything that precedes marriage, in all that accompanies marriage and in
everything that happens in marriage. The Apostle says, “In everything!” In the first
place, marriage is worthy of honor in that which precedes it, and that is “a holly intention
and an intelligent choice of the means.”

Ask a girl why she is so desirous of getting married. She may answer that she
has had enough of serfdom at home, and now she wants to be a lady. Or, she may say
that she wants to marry in order to spite someone and prove to them that she can get
married.

Ask a young man why he is entering the married state and he will answer that he
himself doesn’t know why. Does it seem to you that such lowly motives are suitable for
the dignity of such a great sacrament? These motives demand that heaven should
serve earth. That is why the reason for marriage should never be so low, neither for the
boy nor for the Catholic girl when they are considering getting married. Their reason
should be to enter the married state in order to work out their salvation more easily
since for some, marriage is absolutely necessary. They shouldn't only be thinking of
their own good, but also should consider the common good, for marriage benefits the
human race in general and especially the Church for it is by this means that it acquires
new members in order to send them to heavenly places.

Therefore, if a boy and girl wanted to give a wise, Christian response as to why
they are entering the married state, they should answer:” In order to gain new souls for
Jesus Christ and His Church and in order to raise up progeny who would serve God and
praise God in place of us, after our death, and in the end, that this progeny would get to
heaven to love and praise God for all eternity.” This is the advice given by St.
Augustine.

Do you think that this is the way people today look at these things? Most likely,
the only motive they have today is a “sensual one.” This is why Christians entering the
married state do not rise above the human condition, but they lower themselves
somewhat to the condition of animals. Indeed, one can find among some of those who
are getting married intentions that are no more noble than those you could find in the
heart of any animal.

Where could you find a young man who would repeat the words of Tobias (VIII-
9): “Lord, you know that | am not taking Sara as my wife out of lust but only out of love
for our progeny through whom your Name will be blessed for all ages.” Normally, people
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don’t make these serious reflections in such great matters. The real reason is that in
such a matter the soul is totally ignored and for this reason its advice is not sought in
such matters that are of such importance to the soul.

If they deviate so much in their intentions, you can just imagine how greatly they
deviate in their choice of steps leading to marriage. Go a little further and ask these
young people what steps they take in order to achieve marriage. Many of them will be
ashamed to answer you since they are so improper for the holiness of matrimony and
maybe even completely adverse to marriage. They often make use of the full freedom of
immodesty, and sometimes open sin. A girl who is of age to marry thinks that she has
the right to roam the streets at night, to hang out on suspicious corners and behave
brazenly in the presence of men. There are times that in order to catch herself a
husband, some unfortunate girl thinks that she is permitted to scandalize the entire town
with her disgraceful behavior. These are not means that are worthy of the immensity of
this sacrament. Appropriate steps are modesty, honesty and simplicity — the true virtues
of a noble young woman.

And yet, if only God would limit all the evil so that it would end within those
boundaries. With the excuse that they will be getting married, our Christian young
couples have introduced an abuse that even the pagans didn't practice, namely,
couples remain alone with each other in a house for long periods of time. They
converse in secret and they go out driving together at midnight to God knows where.
Before they even get married, they almost life as a married couple.

Tertullian writes about such who still want to remain innocent. He compares them
to an acrobat in a circus who dances on a thin high wire to show how cautious one must
be in order to maintain his balance so that he may not fall to the right side or the left due
to the wright of his body. But, in our case, we can say that young people are dancing on
the rope of timidity. If a girl falls in love with a boy and this boy falls in love with that girl,
how much caution is needed at every step in order not to fall. Partially, due to the power
of the senses and partially due to the burden which arises when love throws itself at
love. St. Thomas says that love takes in every kind of passion since it is superior to
everything and pulls everything after itself. Like the primary wheel of a clock, it pulls all
the smaller wheels after itself. For this reason, he who wants to wage war against love,
must battle against an entire cortege of unruly passions.

Therefore, | repeat, “How is it possible for a young man and a girl not to fall when
they find themselves in such a situation and such an environment.” Sometimes when
walking down a street, we are forced to look, without thinking, at the girls hanging out on
street corners until late at night, laughing and joking with the boys. These are the ones
who are dancing on the rope of timidity and they will fall at any minute. Would that with
the excuse that they will marry, they would not offer Jesus a drink that is so very
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tasteless to His Heart, like wine mixed with vinegar when they offer Him the most
beautiful days of their lives, their youth, mixed with such sins.

There are people who believe that a marriage that begins this way uniting the two
with such love brings them great happiness and as they grow older, they love each
other until death. But, we certainly do not share that opinion and as a witness, we call
upon experience which teaches us that what happens between such lovers is the same
thing that happens among drunkards. Drunkards often look at one thing and see many
other things yet they can never recognize these things from a distance, not can they
count them. But when they digest that drink which clouded their vision, they recognize
their mistakes. The same thing happens to those who are drunk with love. It seems to
them that that young lady with whom they have fallen in love has all the qualities that
are expected in a good wife. But just as soon as they move into their own household
and as soon as that burning love simmers down a little and reason begins to enlighten
matters, them they recognize their mistake, but what then? It is then that they see that
nothing can be done. Now they realize the consequences of their stupidity which,
because of the distance, they could not see before ad they now enumerate one result
after another, results which they could not identify before.

Happy are those girls who do not walk this road which is as sordid as it is
smooth. They will be able to rejoice at the hour of their death when they see themselves
adorned with a treasure of merits and rewards for those beautiful days of their youth
during which many of their friends, in losing their modesty, also lost their soul.

It's a fact that these kinds of good girls are laughed at today and it is thrown up to
them that they are anti-social and uncouth and they distance themselves from these
common worldly dangers in order not to fall. But what value do these accusations have
if their modesty turns out to be their great gain?

What can we say about those who in order to enter into a desired marriage,
already a few years earlier pledge their troth to each other? | tell you that those people
are on the edge of an abyss. After making such promises to each other, they grow in
confidence and the one considers the other as belonging exclusively to him, while in
reality she really doesn't and perhaps never will. But, that doesn’t mean a thing. “You
are mine,” he says, “I made a promise to you and | will keep my promise!” Nice
reasoning! | that were valid, you would be able to feast on your Easter lamb on Ash
Wednesday, since after Lent, no one would forbid you. Before a marriage takes place,
we can say that there is a Lent and you are forbidden to use any of the privileges of
marriage until Easter — that is, until after the marriage.

Such incidents are the greatest misfortune that can befall young people for the
following two reasons. The first is that having lost the fear of the Lord right from the




image5.jpeg
beginning, one very easily advances from that sin to others. Then, having lost all of
his/her shame with one partner, little by little it is lost with a second partner, and then a
third — with them emerging as adulterers and adulteresses.

Farmers tell us that the worst thing that can happen to a grapevine is that when it
blossoms and before these flowers change into grapes, rain falls upon these blossoms.

Compare this to a young maiden who preparing to enter into a marriage. She is
like that grapevine and she will change the flower of her virginity into the fruit of progeny
that will be pleasing to the Lord. However, if this grapevine in such circumstances that a
great storm, not rain but, of filth falls upon it, only God can know whether she can regain
her former purity during her lifetime.

Truly, in such events it is clearly evident that the passions in young people act
and behave blindly. Ask any young man whether he wants a good, innocent girl as a
wife or one who is deceitful and has loose morals. Without any hesitation he will answer
that he would like to have a girl of good morals. Then, how is it possible if you yourself
want to have a good girl, why are you doing things that make a girl bad and deceitful?
You will never be able to claim that you are leading an innocent girl into marriage. Then,
after you marry her even if she is dishonest and you take her into your home, how can
you trust her that she will not betray your conjugal love? If you yourself, in order to enter
into your vineyard break down the barriers of God’s laws, then how can you guarantee
the fact that someone else will not follow the path that you made and will not enter after
you, and he will be a thief?

The second reason for this disgrace is that instead of preparing for the reception
of this Sacrament of Matrimony through good works, they prepare to receive it with bad
deeds which diminish the graces with which God would have blessed them had they
been better prepared for this sacrament. Then there are some, who due to shame or
some other reason, do not go to confession before they marry in order to confess all the
abuses which they allowed themselves before marriage. For these reasons they do not
receive any grace during the ceremony and perhaps they receive none later, for some
doubt whether any of the sacraments, other than Baptism, if received in the state of sin,
will later give them grace after the obstacle is removed.

Therefore you can just imagine what a great wrong these lovers bring upon
themselves when they are deprived of the fear of the Lord. Jesus Christ instituted the
Sacrament of Matrimony in order to give the husband and wife the power to love each
other and to maintain their companionship. That they may obtain the fruit of that
blessing in children who are modest, obedient and well brought up.




